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l. AT ASSISTANT SECRETARY' BUNDY'S REQUEST, I USED OCCASI

OF 6 NOVEMBER LUNCH WITii GVN AMBASSADOR BUI DIEM TO PROBE \\\\\

HIS VIEWS ON SOUTH VIETNANMISSE INTENTIONS AND, SIMULT ANEOUU Y
1 WO CONVAY BLUNTLY SOME HOME TRUTHS ABOUT AMLJ_H( AN POLI"‘ICS
2 VAT MR, BUNDY FELT MIiGHT BE BETTER TRANSMITTED VIA A PERSONAL
i FUILED THAN IN AN OFFICIAL MEETING.,
' G OULL LSUNYERSATION INEVITABLY COMJ\'IENCED WITH A DIS-.
§ SOUSESIUN OF ELECTION RESULTS "\'»'HICH,,....,..;;: L0y PROVILED A NATURAL
j ;f P ENING BOOsad :" “asZZO STRISS THAT MR, NIXON WAS MOST UNLIKELY 10
% SU0PT CR FOLLOW A VIEITNARM POLICY MATERIALLY DIFFERQENT FROL

THAT OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON WHO, IN ANY EVENT, REMAINED €2

i

|

| .

i PRESIDENT UNTIL 20 JANUARY, BUI DIEM CONGCURRLD EMPHATICALLY
5
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I~ PAGE TWO 1

WITH THIS VIEW, HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SOME VIETNAMESE POLLLLCA’
FIGURES (UNSPECVIFIED) LABORED UNDER THE DELUSION THAT MR NIXON
WOULD TAKE A HARDER, MORL HAWKISH LINE, BUT SAID HE HAD SENT A

SERIES OF LONG MESSAGES HOME TRYING TO EXPLAIN WHY THIS WAS

SIMPLY NOT T CASE, HE £1.50 ACKNOWI.EDGED THAT THE PRESIDENT

A1 WRESIDNT 10 jecryp WINLE CERTAINLY GOING TO WORK IN HARMONY

VN PURSUING AN AMERICAN 2O 1CY THAT TRANSCENDED DOMESTIC
POLI'T’ICAL PARTISANSHIP AN, AGAIN, INSISTED HE HAD SO INFORMED
HIS OWN PRLSIDENT IN SAIGCH,

3. WE THEN TURNED TO THE RECIPROCAL INTERACTION OF
DOMESTIC POLITICAL FACTORS IN BOTH VIETNAM AND THE US. (THROUGH-
ouT QUR CONVERSATION I RLEFUSED TO DISCUSS OR COMMENT ON RECENT
EVENTS THAT IIAD LED TO CURRENT DIFFERENCES BI TWEEN SAIGON

l"AND WASHINGTON, )} THIEU HAD REAL POLITICAL PROBLEMS AT HOME
“ AND LIMITED ROOM FOR MANLUVER. HIS RECENT ACTIONS HAD UN-

QUESTIONABLY PRODUCED AT LEAST SHORT RUN POLITICAL BENEFITS
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FOR HIM IN VIETNAM, THESE, HOWEVER, COULD SWIFTLY SOUR IF THIEU.

DID NOT NOW ACT IN A MANNER THAT EIT005 FURTHERED OUR COMMON
AIMS AND NOT THE AIMS O OUR COMMON ENEMY, ON THE US SIDE,

THE PARAMOUNT POLITICAL T'ASK OF THIS ADMINISTRATION AND ITS

SUCCKSSOR WAS THIE ACHIEVEMENT OF NATIONAL UNITY., THE VIETNAM

90K OUR PRIMARY SOURCES OF POLITICAL DIVISIVENES

Lo,

SHOULD THE AMERICAN PUBLIC COME TO BELIEVE THAT THE GVN WAS

BLOCKING THE ROAD TO HONCRABLE SETTLEMENT OF THAT WAR,

i A S

NEITHER THE EXLECUTIVE NOR THE LEGISLLATIVE BRANCH OF OUR

GUVERNMENT COULD TURN A DEAF EAR TO THE K AMLIRICAN PEOPLE'S

DISCUNTENT, SOMEWHAT REZLUCTANTLY, BUI DIEM AGRELED THAT THIS
‘t";f‘&f; 'i 5 £a C;ﬁdldm

L5

e W THILIN TOOK UR HANOI'S

i a1 o e i, A A A BN VA

STRATEGY AND CURRENT OBJECTIVES,

RyErvo—

I ARGUED THAT THE VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS HAD FALLEN ON VERY

i EVIL DAYS, THEY AND THIIR CAUSI; WERE SUFFERING SIVERE DEFEATS
AS A RESULT OF ALLIED MILITARY PRESSURLE, SOUTH VIETNAMESE )
. _CGORDINATING OFFICERS CON1 INUI ‘

LELEASING OFFicER EulLded from cutor uiic AUTHENTICATING
. u 1.4 C R. L T owngmdmg and

GFFICCR
. daclessificati tion )
REFRODUCTION BY U'ﬁ‘hkﬂ THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE IS FROMIBITLD,
i

CCPY NO,

Approved For Release 2004/1 0/28 : CIA-RDP80R01720R000600010031-7 ™"~

T L SR 2 I A BT e o o e R

o o, e e e ARRLERELT . BN, oo, A Sipars b o e
AR ARG S R e e L TRl R R i ST R




25X1

Approved For Redetise 2004/10/28 : CIA- RDP80R01720Rv0600010031-7

P

MESSAGE FORM KOUTING AND/OR IHITIALS - SEEN BY 7
TOYAL COPIRS: 1 6 .
- "—v""' ‘
tEH 2 N 7 .
T: 5 B C RET 3 , 8 .
1 . 4 b
= s )
{13 SHCRETARIAT DISSEMINATION [} wioex [T] oeswroy [(] werusn o e BRANCH 0 e wis
N ] i [ ] wo npex [7] mie N cs FILE Ho.
(N I LirO: '
; J KD CoPY
o4 FiLE . v Y
{alite) ) (il
{classification) {date and time filed) froferente number)
o -
CITE DIRECTOR
[ PAGE FOUR !

POLITICAL PROGRESS, AND TIE GVN'S INCREASINGLY EFFECTIVE ATTACK
ON THE COMMUNISTS! PCLI'}[‘lCAL APPARATUS IN SOUTH VIETNAM., HANOI'S
ONLY HOPE OF VICTORY NOW LAY IN DIVIDING SAIGON FROM WASHINGTOIN
AND IN SETTING NON—COMI\/KUNIST VIETNAMESE AT EACH OTHER'S THROATS,
WiV ALL WE HAD ACHIEVED TOGETHER AT SUCH GREAY CLST, 1T WOU LD

GUULLL L POLLY YO ooy LONINILVES BN EUCHRED IWYO PLAYING
MOWNOOE CGAME, ACGAIN BUL LM AGREED, BUT HE SAID WE {THE
fklviiE:l{lCAl‘Jﬁg)! HAD TO APPRIECIATE THIEU'S PROBLEMS AND INTERNALLY
LIMITED ROOM IFOR MANEUVIER,

5, THIEU HAD TAKEN THE PUBLIC POSITION (ON 2 NOVEMBER) THAT

CONDITIONS DID NOT NOW PERMIT THE GVN TO TAKE PART IN THE PARIS

Wy s e s

e TR TALKS., VIETNAMESE POLITICAL REALITIES, THEREFORE, RE-

QUIRED THAT THERE HAD TO BE SOME DEVELOPMENT(S) THIEU COULD

POINT TO AS CHANGES CREATING A NEW SITUATION, WHY COULD THE

US NOT PRESSURLE THE DRV DELEGATION IN PARIS TO DOWNPLAY THE )
P 3
NLF'S ROLE? EMPIASIZING MY LACK OF OFFICIAL AUTHORITY TO ;
- __CGORDINATING OFFICERS - CONTINUL‘)
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PAGE FIVE

SPEAK ON THIS TOPIC, I ANSWERED THAT WHILE WE CERTAINLY MIGHT
LEAN ON THE DRV NEG‘OTIATORS, I SAW NO CHANCE WHATSOEVER OF
THEIR GIVING GROUND ON THIS POINT, INS TEAD, THE BEST RIPOSTE
TO 'i'HEIR ATTACK WAS COUNTERATTACK. RATHER THAN FRETTING
ABOUT HANOI'S PROPAGANDA LINE, THIEU SHOULD TAKLE A LEAF FROM
DA CAULLE'S BOCGK AND TiuoAl PIA.N’bI'ES CILAIMS FOR ITS NLF PUPPRPETS
WITH INDIFFERIESNT DISDAIN, MAKING IT CLEAR THROUGIH HIS CONFIDENT
AC'I‘IONS;' "THAT WHAT COUNTED WAS NOT HANOI'S PERSIFLAGE BUT THE
FACT THAT HANOI HAD BEEN COMPELLED TO ACKNOWLEDGE (IF NOT
ADMIT) HIS GOVERNMENT'S CONTROIL, OVER SOUTH VIETNAM.

6. BUI DIEM NOTED TIIAT THIEU WAS A CAUTIOUS MAN BESET BY

CONFLICTING ADVIC,E;? SOME REALISTIC, SOME NOT, (BUI DIEM HERE

DIGRESSED TO PRAISE KY FOR HIS CURRENT REALISM AND CONSTRUCTIVE

POSTURE,) THIEU WAS ALSO UNDER GREAT EMOTIONAL STRESS. THOSE

AROUND HIM WITH COOLER IIEADS HAD TO WORK OUT A QUOTE MISE’;.

@

EN SCENE UNQUOTE THAT V’OULD PERMIT THIEU TO COOPERATE IN
COORDINATING OFFICERS C(?_NTIIY_EIED
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PARIS WITHOUT L‘OS‘ING FACE, MOST RELUCTANTLY, BUI DIEM AGRELED
THAT THE TIME AVAILABLE FFOR DOING THIS WAS SHOR'T. FOR A FEW

DAYS THE AMERICAN PEOPLI WOULD BE PREOCCUPIED WITH SORTING OUT
DD BLECTION RESULTS, AV THAT, TROUBLE COU.I,,-L; SOCON DEVE LA

G

I THDRE WAS NO SIGN O MOVEMINT IN THE NEGOTIATICON ARENA, IN
REALISTIC TERMDS, SONKE'L‘E-IH‘IG HAD TO BREAK WITHIN TiHRE NEXT WEEK
TO TN DAYS,

7. BUI DIEM RAISED il IDEA OF A TCC SUMMIT CONFERENCE
BUT RECOGNIZED THAT ANY SUCH AFFAIR, HASTILY CONVENED;COULD
CREATE MORE PROBLEMS THAN IT SOLVED. HE DID THINK IT WOULD BE
USEFUL, HOWEVER, IF AFTILER THIEU HAD DECIDED WHAT 10O DO, HE
TOUCHED BASIEE WITH ALL HIS TCC ALLIES SO HE COULD SAY PUBLICLY
HE WAS ACTING IN CONSULTATION WITH HIS FELLOW HEADS O:F STATE,
BUI DIEM ALSO ASKED ABOUYT THE i:’OSSIBlLITY OF PUDLIC STATEMENYS,

OR A JOINT STATEMENT, BY PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND PRESIDENT-LELECT

NIXON REAFFIRMING AMERICAN OPPOSITION TO THE CONCEPT OF EIusluawan
LON[INULD ;

i
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ENFORCED COA LITION GOVERNMENT, (ONE OF THIFRU'S MAIN PROBLEMS,

BUI DIEM OBSERVED, WAS HIS CONCERN THAT A GVN DELEGATION'S
PARTICIPATION IN PARIS IN A STATUS EQUIVALENT O THAT OF TiHX
NLF'S DELEGATION INEVITABLY STARTED VIETNAM DOWN THE SLIPPERY

Sy TO COALITION GOVUERNMENL, WHICH MEANT COMMUNIST VICTORY

,g"‘ix.f‘::‘.‘ff.) RULE, ) AUAIN EMPLasiZING MY LACK OF OFFICIAL AUTHORIYWY, |

SALL § WAS SURW MY GOV INMISNY WOULD GIVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION
'i
\ wO ANY SUCH SUGGESTIONS THIEU WANTED TO MAKE THROUGH

AL asE3AL0M BUNKER,
G. POWARD THE END OF OUR CONVERSATION, BUIL DM BEGAN TO
VWONDER IF T WOULD NOY BE A GOOD IDEA FOR HIM TO RETURN 10O
SAIGUN TO BAERF PRESIDENT THIEU ON AMERICAN POLITICAL REALITIES
SAND OFFER SOMIE SUGGLESTIONS IMPOSSIBLE TO RELAY BY CABLE, 1

-

ENCOURAGED THESE THOUGHTS., BUL DIEM WAS AFRAID I HE RETURNILLD

TO SAIGON NOW IT MIGHT LE MISREAD AS A SIGN CF A CHILL IN US-GVN

RELATIONS. I OPINED THAT THIS 'WOULD NOT BE THE CASE IF HIS
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SAIGON VISIT Was SHORT AND S RETURNED PROMPTLY TO WASHINGTON.
/¢ WOULD BE PERFECTLY NATURAL FOR
/

Js A POST-ELECTION BRIEFING ON

UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES,

’ Z.E‘ \.} U :i\) 'LA_-I L’ 3 i. E 1 Lb L\i-a.)l .LJ.L\

onmnoasAnilicA SNk aeviiey 2 Y VER, WAS SO AND Vi CLOCK VW Ab

ILLEGIB

G, a3l LUNCIE Cleosma, Wi DISCOVERED Wi HAD A MULTUAL FOND-
NESS FOR SAILING, WL AGRELD THAY THIEU HAD RECENTLY TAKEN A

TACK THAT GAVE HIM DOMLSTIC POLITICAL ADVANTAGE OI ’L)OTENTXAL
OVERALL UTILITY N COMPETITION WITH OUR COMMON OPPONENTS. THE
GVN WAS NOW HEADED STRAIGHT ¥OR A REEF, HOWLEVER, AND I'r WAS

TIME TO COME ABOUT, ON THAT NOTE WE PARTED.
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REPORT ON OUR

END OF MESSAGE

i PPAGE NINE
10. MR BUNDY REQUESLS THAT THE ABOVE
¢ NOVEMBER LUNCH BE PASSED TO AMBASSADOR BUNKER AND
GOVERNOR HARRIMAN, |

et
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